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CUSTOMER ADVISORY

July 12, 2004

CA-04-07/12-0077

Subject:  Guidance for Transporting Department of Defense (DOD) Class 1 (Explosives) on Equipment Equipped with a Temperature Control Conveyance; e.g., Cargo Heater

Purpose: To provide DOD shipping activities and the munitions carrier industry guidance for transporting Class 1 explosives when equipped with  temperature control vehicles (Reefers) capable of heating and cooling the cargo area; e.g., cargo heater.  The SDDC identified a requirement, prior to loading, for the carrier and shipper to ensure motor vehicles are in compliance with 49 CFR §177.834 (l)(1).

Background:  Shippers are loading, and carriers are transporting Class 1 explosive material in motor vehicles equipped with temperature control devices; e.g., cargo heater.

Guidance:  IAW 49 CFR 177.834 (l)(1), a motor vehicle equipped with a cargo heater of any type may transport Class 1 explosives only if the cargo heater is rendered inoperable by draining or removing the cargo heater fuel tank and disconnecting the heater’s power source.  

Unless transported under a DOT Exemption (DOT-E) or Competent Authority Approval (CAA), when temperature control vehicles are provided for transporting Class 1 explosives, Transportation Officers (TOs) must inspect to ensure that the heating unit is disconnected prior to loading.  

If the cargo heater is operational, TOs must refuse to load the shipment until the heating unit is disconnected, and annotated on the DD Form 626, Item “12(t): Other,”  specified as “Heating Unit,” which will be rejected because it is operational, contrary to 49 CFR 177.834 (l)(1).

Point of Contact:  SDDC points of contact are Mr. Larry Reeves at 757-878-8123, reevesl@sddc.army.mil, or Mr. C.E. Radford at 757-878-8040, or DSN 826-8040, radfordc@sddc.army.mil.
