Format Requirements for Inventory Records Files to be Loaded to AMS

*** Please do not mix  “Government Owned” and “Commercial” containers.

Send them in separate flat files in the format specified below. ***

Goal of the Inventory:

When the Department of Defense (DoD) purchases an intermodal freight container, an ISO serial number is generated for, and painted on the container.  The ISO number is maintained in a centralized database.  Global Distribution International (GDI), HQ Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC) is responsible for maintaining the DoD intermodal container registry.  The goal of this inventory is to update the Department of Defense intermodal freight container registry to properly reflect the composition, condition, and location of the assets comprising the registry. The GDI is dependent upon you, the owners of these assets, to inform them of their status. 

The GDI maintains the registry in an automated system known as the Asset Management System (AMS). You may currently use the AMS DoDI Inventory web pages to perform your inventory tasks. Using the web page, you can directly update the DoD container registry.  However, AMS has been enhanced to allow for the update of container inventory records via submission of comma delimited spreadsheet files (Hereby referred to as “the file”). To use this enhancement the file adhere to a standard format. The purpose of this document is to define this format.

The File Processing:

The file you submit should be the most current and accurate data you have on the state of your intermodal containers. After submission from you, this file will first be checked to insure it complies with column length, column data type, and column order format requirements described in this document. If any record in the file does not conform to these format requirements, the file will be updated to indicate which record(s) have problems and will be returned to you (by the GDI) for correction. The file will be returned as a .csv file, with the word “Failed” being marked on each record that did not meet the specified requirements.  If this occurs, you must correct the rejected records and re-submit the ENTIRE file. 

If the file format is valid, the system will process the file.  Your data will be compared to the data in the AMS database.  We will determine if any of the container numbers are new and, if appropriate, will update the AMS inventory database. Upon its completion, the system will generate a report listing details of all records that contain invalid data or any record where the data submitted is in “Conflict” with the data in the AMS database. Examples of invalid data include invalid DODAACs, invalid maintenance status codes, and mandatory fields with no values. Conflicts are situations where the data for an asset included in your file conflict with the data for that asset in the AMS database. For example; if your file included an asset shown in the AMS database as owned by a different military unit, this would create a conflict. Conflicts are the inevitable result of the inventory process and you should not construe them as resulting from any error on your part. The GDI will forward this report to you with instructions on how to proceed should that be necessary. You may be required to re-submit SOME or ALL of the records contained in the original file.

Provided your file adheres to the format requirements and instructions contained in this document, the vast majority of your records should be processed without error or conflict. However, because no restriction is made on you regarding the composition of your inventory, some records included in your file may conflict with existing records in the AMS database. These conflicts will require resolution that cannot reasonably be automated.  You will need to work with GDI personnel to resolve them.

File Composition:


The file should contain all assets you believe to be part of your inventory. However, there are no restrictions on the composition of the file. You may choose to perform your inventory incrementally and submit files comprising parts of you inventory as they are inventoried. You may submit a single file or multiple files composed of some or all of your assets at any time.

File Type:


The file must be comma delimited of the type .csv. There are no requirements for how you create the file. You may use whatever software applications and methods you choose to create the file provided it conforms to the requirements detailed in this document. 

You can easily create such a file using Microsoft Excel by following these steps:

1. Create or modify your file in Excel following the format described within this document.

2. Select the “File” option from the Excel ring menu.

3. Select the “Save As” option from the drop-down menu. This will open the “Save As” pop-up.

4. Select the folder to which you wish to save the file.

5. Select “CSV (Comma delimited) (*.csv)” from the “Save As Type” list of values.

6. Type your chosen file name in the “File Name” field.

7. Click “Save”.

8. You will receive a pop-up that informs you that the file type does not support multiple sheets. Click “Ok”.

9. You will receive a pop-up that informs you that your file may contain elements not supported by the .csv file type. Click “Yes”.

10. Close the spreadsheet file.

11. You will receive a pop-up that asks if you would like to save changes to the file. Click “No”. (provided you have not made changes you wish to keep after step 8 above. If you have, click “Yes”. You will have to repeat steps 4 through 10 as detailed in the note below.)

NOTE: After you have saved your file as a type .csv file, you may open it in Excel and modify the data should you need to do so. However, you cannot directly save changes to .csv files manipulated through Excel. If you use the “Save” command from the “File” menu (or if you use the floppy disc “Save” icon on your toolbar) you will receive the “Save As” forms pop-up. You will have to follow steps 4 through 10 above. If you have not changed the name of the file from the original, you will also receive a forms pop-up (after step 7 above) asking if you wish to replace the original with the new version. Whether you do so or not is up to you.


You can easily create such a file using Microsoft Access by following these steps:

1. Create or modify your file in Access following the format described within this document.

2. With the desired table open in datasheet view, select the “File” option from the Access ring menu.

3. OFFICE 2000 users: Select the “Export” option from the drop-down menu. This will open the “Export File As” pop-up. Skip steps 3A and 3B.

3A. OFFICE 97 users: you will select the “Save As / Export” option from the drop-     

       down menu. This will open the “Save As” pop-up.

3B. OFFICE 97 users: Select “To an External File of Database”, then click “Ok”.   

       This will open the “Export File As” pop-up.

4. Select the folder to which you wish to save the file.

5. Select the “Text Files (*.txt, *.csv, *.tab, *.asc)” option from the “Save As Type” list of values.

6. Type your chosen file name in the “File Name” field AND type “.csv” at the end of the name. Example: If you wish to name your file “John” you would type “John.csv”. This step is important because unless you specify .csv, Access will save your file as a .txt file.

7. Click “Save All”.

8. The “Export Text Wizard” pop-up will be displayed. Select the “Delimited” option as the export file type.

9. Click “Next>”.

10. Select the “Comma” option for “Delimiter”.

11. Click the check-box next to the statement “Include Field Names on First Row”.

12. Select “{None}” as the “Text Qualifier”

13. Click “Next>”.

14. Verify the “Export to File” path, file name, and .csv extension and, if correct, click “Finish”

File Name:


Each file that you submit to the GDI must have a unique name. The file name may not exceed eight (8) characters in length. This does not include the .csv file type extension. Example of maximum length: “12345678.csv”. 

Rows:


The first row of your file should contain the titles of the columns as detailed in the next section. Each asset should be detailed in a single row of the file beginning on the second row. Your assets should be detailed in concurrent rows. You should not skip any rows.

Columns:


The following columns will be required for each asset. The columns are listed in the order to which they must adhere. 

1. Owner DODAAC: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It is a text column that may contain letters and/or numbers. The values in this column must be valid DODAACs. The values in this column may not be greater than six (6) characters in length. This is a mandatory column.

2. Asset Mark: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It is a text column that may contain letters and/or numbers (however, valid asset marks do not contain numbers). The values in this column must be valid asset marks. The values in this column may not be greater then four (4) characters in length. This is a mandatory column.

3. Asset Number: This column is of the type “Number” in Oracle. It is a number column that may contain only numbers. The values in this column must be valid asset numbers. The values in this column may not be greater than six (6) digits in length. This is a mandatory column.

4. Check Digit: This column is of the type “Number” in Oracle. It may only contain numbers. The values in this column must be valid check digits. The values in this column may not be greater than one (1) digit in length. This is a mandatory column.

5. Current Location: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It may contain letters and/or numbers. The values in this column must be valid DODAACs. The values in this column may not be greater than six (6) characters in length. This is not a mandatory column

6. Asset Type Code: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It may contain letters and/or numbers. The values in this column must be valid asset type codes as defined by the GDI (See table below). The values in this column may not be greater than four (4) characters in length. This is a mandatory column.

7. Inspection Grade Code: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It may contain letters and/or numbers (however, valid inspection grade codes do not contain numbers). The values in this column must be valid inspection grade codes as defined by the GDI (See table below). The values in this column may not be greater than one (1) character in length. This is a mandatory column.

8. Special Equipment Type Code: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It may contain letters and/or numbers (however, valid special equipment type codes do not contain numbers). The values in this column must be valid special equipment type codes as defined by the GDI (See table below). The values in this column may not be greater than two (2) characters in length. This is not a mandatory column. 

9. Maintenance Status Code: This column is of the type “Varchar2” in Oracle. It may contain letters and/or numbers (however, valid maintenance statuses do not contain numbers). The values in this column must be valid maintenance statuses as defined by the GDI (See table below). The values in this column may not be greater than two (2) characters in length. This is a mandatory column.

Asset Type Codes:

	Asset Type Code
	Description

	507
	QUADCON, (20' CONFIGURED QUADRUPLE 5' X 8' CONTAINER)

	608
	UNDEFINE

	609
	TRICON,(20'CONFIGURED TRIPLE 6'6" X 8' CONTAINER

	667
	TRICON,(20'CONFIGURED TRIPLE 6'6" X 8' CONTAINER) W/ OPEN TOP, OPEN ENDS

	670
	TRICON,(20'CONFIGURED TRIPLE 6'6" X 8' TANK CONTAINER - NON DANGEROUS LIQUIDS)

	673
	TRICON,(20'CONFIGURED TRIPLE 6'6" X 8' TANK CONTAINER - DANGEROUS LIQUIDS)

	1000
	10' X 20' FLATRACK / WITH 800 GPM PUMP MOUNTED

	1014
	UNDEFINED 10'X8' VENTILATED CLOSED CONTAINER (PRE-1995)

	1055
	PLATFORM SHIPPING FRAME

	1088
	UNDEFINED 10'X8' DRY BULK CONTAINER (PRE-1995)

	2000
	20X8X8 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING, DOORS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE - 1995)

	2001
	20X8 GP W/ OPNGS ON ONE OR BOTH ENDS AND FULL OPNGS ON ONE OR BOTH SIDES PRE1995

	2005
	20X8 GP,  FULL OPENING  ON ONE OR BOTH SIDES (PRE-1995)

	2006
	UNDEFINED 20'X8' GENERAL PURPOSE CONTAINER

	2009
	UNDEFINED 20'X8' GENERAL PURPOSE CONTIANER

	2010
	20X8X8 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING (VENTED), DOORS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE1995)

	2028
	20' FLATRACK 8'L X 8'W X 6'10"H

	2030
	20X8X8 REFRIGERATED - EXPENDABLE (NON MECHANICAL) REFRIGERANT (PRE1995)

	2031
	20X8X8 REFRIGERATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	2032
	20X8X8 REFRIGERATED AND HEATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	2040
	20X8X8 REFRIGERATED, (REMOVEABLE EXT MOUNTED)MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	2041
	20X8X8 REFRIGERATED, (REMOVEABLE INT MOUNTED)MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	2060
	20X8 PLATFORM (NO SUPERSTRUCTURE) PRE-1995

	2061
	20X8 FLATRACK, COMPLETE AND FIXED (NON-FOLDING) ENDS PRE-1995

	2062
	20X8 FLATRACK,  FIXED (NON-FOLDING) FREE STANDING POSTS PRE-1995

	2063
	20X8 FLATRACK, COMPLETE AND FOLDING ENDS (PRE-1995)

	2064
	20X8, FLATRACK , FOLDING FREE-STANDING POSTS (PRE-1995)

	2088
	UNDEFINED DRY BULK CONTAINER TYPE (PRE-1995)

	2089
	UNDEFINED DRY BULK CONTAINER TYPE (PRE-1995)

	2200
	20X8.5X8 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING, DOOR ON ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE-1995)

	2201
	20X8.5 GP W/ OPNGS ON ONE OR BTH ENDS AND FULL OPNGS ON ONE OR BTH SIDES PRE1995

	2205
	20X8.5 GP,  FULL OPENING  ON ONE OR BOTH SIDES (PRE-1995)

	2209
	UNDEFINED 20'X8.5' GENERAL PURPOSE CONTAINER (PRE-1995)

	2210
	20X8.5 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING (VENTED), DOORS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE1995)

	2230
	20X8.5 REFRIGERATED - EXPENDABLE (NON MECHANICAL) REFRIGERANT (PRE1995)

	2231
	20X8.5 REFRIGERATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	2232
	20X8.5 REFRIGERATED AND HEATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	2250
	20x8.5 OPEN TOP, ALSO OPENING ON ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE-1995)

	2263
	20X8.5 FLATRACK, COMPLETE AND FOLDING ENDS (PRE-1995)

	2276
	20X8X8.5 TANK (DANGEROUS LIQUIDS) PRE-1995

	2603
	20' LONG HALF HEIGHT (4' TO 4'3" HIGH) OPENING TOP, OPENING ONE OR BTH END PRE95

	2650
	20' LONG HALF HEIGHT (4' TO 4'3" HIGH) OPEN TOP, OPENING ONE OR BOTH END PRE1995

	2850
	20' LONG HALF HEIGHT (4' 3" UP TO 8'H ) OPEN TOP, OPENING ONE OR BTH END PRE1995

	3500
	UNDEFINE

	4000
	40X8X8 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING, DOORS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE - 1995)

	4032
	40X8X8 REFRIGERATED AND HEATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	4063
	40X8 FLATRACK, COMPLETE AND FOLDING ENDS (PRE-1995)

	4064
	40X8, FLATRACK , FOLDING FREE-STANDING POSTS (PRE-1995)

	4200
	40X8.5X8 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING, DOOR ON ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE-1995)

	4210
	40X8.5 GENERAL PURPOSE END OPENING (VENTED), DOORS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE1995)

	4232
	40X8X8.5 REFRIGERATED AND HEATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	4400
	40' LONG > 8.5' HIGH GP CONTAINER, OPENINGS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (PRE-1995)

	4432
	40' LONG >8.5' HIGH REFRIGERATED AND HEATED, MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION (PRE1995)

	221A
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	221D
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	22G2
	20'X8'X8.5' GENERAL PURPOSE, FULL OPENING ON ONE OR BOTH SIDES (POST-1995)

	22UT
	20'X8X8.5' OPEN TOP (POST 1995)

	2CDF
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	2CGN
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	2LRP
	20' LOAD AND ROLL PALLET - LRP (NOT IN CONTAINER)

	2TFD
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	2TFL
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	40RE
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	42UT
	40'X8X8.5' OPEN TOP (POST 1995)

	45FB
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	46GP
	40' LONG > 9.5' HIGH GP CONTAINER, OPENINGS AT ONE OR BOTH ENDS (POST1995)

	4CGN
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	DUMY
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	GENS
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY

	INSP
	DO NOT USE FOR INVENTORY


Inspection Grades:

	Inspection Grade Code
	Description

	A
	AMMO GRADE

	I
	IICL GRADE

	C
	CARGO WORTHY GRADE

	S
	STORAGE OR SALES BOX GRADE

	R
	SCRAP GRADE


Special Equipment Types:

	Special Equipment Type Code
	Description

	M
	ISO DEPLOYABLE MEDICAL CONTAINER

	S
	STANDARD SHIPPING ISO CONTAINER

	A
	NAV AIR SHELTER

	N
	ISO NUMBER NOT YET ISSUED (CONTAINER ORDERED, BUT NOT YET BUILT AND RECEIVED)

	Q
	ISO NUMBERS ISSUED DESERT STORM TIMEFRAME NOT FOUND (90/91)

	T
	TACTICAL SHELTER

	Z
	ISO NUMBER ISSUED, BUT NEVER USED (OWNER HAS NO INTENTION OF EVER USING NUMBER)


Maintenance Status Types:

	Maintenance Status Type Code
	Description

	B
	SERVICEABLE

	D
	UNSERVICEABLE /AWAITING DISPOSAL

	E
	NEEDS REPAIR ($300 OR LESS)

	F
	NEEDS REPAIR / NOT SERVICEABLE

	I
	REQUIRES INSPECTION
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