Exceptions to the required use of Contract Carriers 

1. One or more of the following travel conditions, which must be certified on the travel order or travel voucher by an agency-approved authorizing official, must apply if a carrier other than the contract carrier is used for travel with a contract route. 

2. Seating space or the scheduled flight is not available in time to accomplish the purpose of travel, or use of contract service would require the traveler to incur unnecessary overnight lodging costs, which would increase the total cost of the trip; or 
3. The contract's flight schedule is inconsistent with explicit policies of individual Federal department and agencies or mandatory users of scheduled travel during normal working hours; or 
4. A non-contract carrier offers a lower fare available to the general public, the use of which will result in a lower total trip cost to the Government or other mandatory user. This determination should be based on a cost comparison to include the combined cost of transportation, lodging, meals, and related expenses. 
NOTE: THIS EXCEPTION DOES NOT APPLY IF CONTRACT CARRIER OFFERS A COMPARABLE FARE AND HAS SEATS AVAILABLE AT THAT FARE, OR IF THE LOWER FARE OFFERED BY A NONCONTRACT CARRIER IS RESTRICTED TO GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY TRAVELERS ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS AND MAY ONLY BE PURCHASED WITH A GTR, CONTRACT ISSUED CHARGE CARD, OR CENTRALLY BILLED ACCOUNT, E.G., YDG, MDG, QDG, VDG, AND SIMILAR FARES. 
5. Rail service is available and such service is cost effective and consistent with mission requirements. 
6. Smoking is permitted on the contract flight and the nonsmoking section of the aircraft for the contract flight is not acceptable to the traveler. 
